January 31, 2011
     This past week, the members of the Appropriations Sub-Committee for Public Safety began budget reviews.  The members of the committee heard testimony from the State Fire Marshall, the Council on Firefighter Training, the OK Bureau of Narcotics Director, the ABLE Commission, the Department of Public Safety, the Department of Corrections, the Council on Law Enforcement Education (CLEET), the Department of Corrections, the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation (OSBI), the Alcoholic Beverage Law Enforcement Commission (ABLE) and the Office of Medicolegal Investigations.  Each of these entities is responsible for various aspects of public safety in Oklahoma .  With concerns on budget cuts, I feel this is one area which we have to hold budget cuts to a limit as they are directly responsible for the safety of our citizens.  As cuts happen, the direct ability to protect our citizenry from criminals is reduced with less resources available due to budget constraints.
     I had the opportunity to take a delegation of Oklahoma high school students to Austin for a four day conference to learn the legislative process.  Myself, Senator Ralph Shortey and the YMCA Youth & Government OK Director, Stan Barton, escorted the delegation of seven students to the Texas State Capitol for these OK officers to learn about the Texas process.  In turn, the Texas officers will attend the Oklahoma conference, which will be held the second weekend in February in Oklahoma City.  The conference ended with the two candidates for TX Governor receiving tie votes of over 500 cast.  They will serve as co-Governors for this next year, so congratulations to them both.  Our Oklahoma delegation has many outstanding students from our area, so I'm looking forward to their debate at our State Capitol.
     This past Thursday was the tenth anniversary of the plane crash which took the lives of ten Oklahomans who were affiliated with the OSU basketball program.  I had the chance to attend the memorial service on Wednesday night in Stillwater and it was very moving.  A result of this tragedy was the creation of the Bill Teegins Award for Excellence in Broadcasting.  This is given to a person with Oklahoma ties in the field of sports broadcasting and the 2011 recipient was Dave Hunziker, the "Voice of the Cowboys" for the past ten years.  Dave was hired to fill the void left with the loss of Bill Teegins and has done an excellent job and also has become a friend of mine.  I was happy to see him receive this award and the speech he delivered that evening was very moving.  If you are interested in attending this award ceremony next January, please let me know.
     Please be careful with the upcoming weather the forecasts are predicting.  We are all hoping the ice does not accompany the storms like what we saw last year.  If you are affected by the weather, please contact your local fire department for assistance and monitor the local radio stations.  Stock up on batteries, water and other necessary provisions.  We are much better prepared after the devastation we saw last year, but it a preparedness we hope we never have to implement.
     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
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