January 17, 2010
     It was a busy week at the Capitol as we reached the deadline for filing bills.  A total of 1,153 bills and 31 joint resolutions were filed by Representatives, while Senators filed 1082 bills and 28 joint resolutions.  Each of these bills will be officially "read" for the first time on February 1, the first day of session, by submitting the entire list to the legislature.  On the second day, each bill will be assigned to committees for consideration, which constitutes the second reading.  Well over half of the bills filed will not be given a hearing, so the committee chairs will determine the fate of each.  I will be serving on the same committees as last year, so I expect we will have much work to do, along with reviewing changes to be made on the state budget.
     The bills I submitted are as follows:
HB 3123 - Restructuring the Volunteer Firefighter Tax Credit from two levels to four to encourage continuing education on fire training;
HB 3124 - Providing for issuance of Lifetime Concealed Handgun licenses; 
HB 3125 - Establishing incentives for on-line insurance coverage limits for patients to reduce costly time spent on phones for verification by doctor's offices; 
HB 3126 - Expanding membership for Oklahoma Partnership for School Readiness Board due to federal mandates; 
HB 3127 - Providing for increased reporting standards for Tax Increment Financing Districts under the Local Development Act for increased accountability; 
HB 3128 - Restructuring payment of death benefits ensuring payment of services to funeral homes; 
HB 3129 - Allowing for increased school absences for students participating in approved school activities with appropriate grades achieved and school approval; and 

HB 3130 - Creating Public Servants Day to provide a day of recognition for active duty military, law enforcement, fire fighters and emergency medical service personnel. 

     I also will work to pass the legislation remaining from last session, which includes: 

HB 1654 - The Local Grocery Store and Pharmacy Investment Act to provide additional incentives to protect these local businesses; 
HB 1655 - Creation of a Children's Cabinet to establish regular meetings of all state agencies who deal with children's issues to discuss ideas, share resources and avoid duplication; and 
HB 1658 - Providing lawsuit liability provisions for volunteer medical personnel who provide services to school sporting events and veterans organizations; 

     It was a great time in the district last week as we held the first of three fundraisers for local fire departments.  The Caddo County fundraiser supported the departments in Apache, Broxton, Cement and Cyril.  Senator Tom Ivester and I worked on this endeavor and thanks to all the supporters who contributed $600 for those departments.  First place went to David Salyer of Cement, I placed second and Scott Finney of Apache won third.  Nick Vasquez of Broxton won the People's Choice Award. 

     The Comanche County chili cook-off will be on January 26 in Sterling from 5-6 pm at the school prior the basketball game against Fletcher and the Grady County chili cook-off will be before the Ninnekah/Rush Springs game on January 29th in the Ninnekah School Cafeteria starting at 5pm.  I hope you will be able to make it out and support our firefighters!  

      It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
