January 11, 2010

It is a deadline week for the Capitol for requesting redrafts of legislative ideas.  I have managed to cut down a couple of my requests and hope to narrow the number to eight ideas by next week.  I will write about some of these ideas next week in my column.
      We did receive word from legislative leadership there will be no tax increases considered this upcoming session.  The Senate Floor Leader signed a "no new taxes" pledge, so this prevents any revenue-raising measure from being considered this year as he can singlehandedly control the Senate legislative agenda.  That will ultimately mean no reinstatement of previously-cut taxes, no new tax proposals and likely, no fee increases or elimination of existing tax credits.  This will also mean the shortfall in the state budget will likely include furloughs and layoffs for state employees and teachers, and the elimination of many state programs.  The current tax collections are projected to be over $1 billion down from previous years.  This will require a large reduction in government services provided by the state over the next two fiscal years.  I will attempt to protect essential programs from severe cuts, such as senior and health programs, common education support and public safety.
      I am looking forward to the week ahead with many events in the district.  On Tuesday night, there was a fundraiser for the local fire departments in Caddo County.  There will be similar chili cook-offs for my Comanche County departments in Sterling on January 26th and Grady County on January 29th at Ninnekah. Each of the departments, along with other supporters, will be making pots of chili and taking donations at the door for the departments.  I hope you will make it out to support at least one of these events if you are able.  If you would like to make a donation to a specific department, contact me or the local fire chief.

      I'm also looking forward to the Apache Chamber Banquet on Thursday evening.  The honoree that evening will be their local fire department as this will celebrate their 100th anniversary of service to the area.  The 18 firefighters all work hard to protect their community and the surrounding area, as do all our volunteer and professional firefighters around the state.  With the economy in this shape, donations are critical to help them carry out their service.

      On Monday, I had the opportunity to visit with the AARP chapter in Marlow and discuss upcoming issues for the legislative session.  I also had the chance to attend General Halverson's New Year function at his residence on post at Fort Sill.  Other functions I participated in were the Leadership Oklahoma meeting at the Capitol (where I taught the attendees the legislative process) and the Fit Kids Coalition meeting for Southwest Oklahoma held at Cameron University.  This will tie into the Lawton area's challenge to residents to try to get in better shape over the next year.  I will be joining in that effort with them.  If you are interested, contact the Lawton Chamber of Commerce.  

      It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502 , or directly at 1-405-557-7305 . My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
