January 4, 2010
      I hope everyone had a good New Year celebration!  I'm convinced this decade will be much better than the last.  Surveys have shown that people are not pleased with the past ten years, so hopefully this next ten will be better for us all.  I have been blessed to serve this area over the past eight years and hopefully have done as you have expected as a public servant.  I know I cannot make everyone happy on every single issue where I cast a vote at the Capitol, but I hope I have done the best job possible overall as your State Representative.  My number one focus will be working to improve our economy and protect jobs.  This will take a great effort and some sacrifice from all Oklahomans, so I hope I can work on policies which will be fair.
      We had another loss in our family as my aunt, Mick Dorman, passed away at her home in Arizona this past week.  She had moved there this past year to be closer to her children after working at the middle school in Rush Springs.  Soon after, doctors discovered she had lung cancer.  She was the only sibling to my father and was very special to all of us on dad's side of the family.  We will miss her a great deal.  
      The Rush Springs Black Diamond Basketball Tournament is this week, so I hope there will be some good basketball to watch, along with the other tournaments which are going on around the area.  So far, there have been some good high school games and this has been a great to see our local students achieve success.  If you can't make it to see your own town, try to make it out to another community and support your neighbors. 

      I will be at the State Capitol most of this week and next working on language for the legislation I will file.  With the cancellation of the pre-session committees, this will make it even more important to have good ideas and proper language ready for the session. I have all eight of my bills from last session and the eight I will file this year to work with, so I'm hoping to get some good ideas through for laws.  I have heard about some of the ideas being presented so far this session, and I can tell you I will be voting against many of the things presented by other legislators which I feel are extremist or detrimental to rural Oklahoma.  I will keep you posted on those subjects as session begins in February. 

      Other than the Black Diamond, I will also be attending the Fit Kids Coalition meeting at Cameron University and I will help instruct the Leadership Oklahoma Legislative Day at the State Capitol with Lieutenant Governor Jari Askins.  Both of these are events I have attended in the past and both are great for their specific purposes.  I also am helping plan the Warren Spahn Event in Oklahoma City, co-sponsored by the Bricktown Rotary and the Oklahoma Sports Hall of Fame.  This will be on January 26th and will honor CC Sabathia of the NY Yankees as the top left-handed pitcher in Major League Baseball.  If you would like ticket information, please contact me for details. 

      It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502 , or directly at 1-405-557-7305 . My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
