February 22, 2010
    It has been a busy two weeks at the Capitol as legislation has been progressing through the committee process.  I have had the chance to present several of my bills and received favorable action on those, but I still have a few more which could possibly make it through the process.  I have one bill currently out of committee which deals with TIF reporting and I'm currently working to get more of my bills set for hearings.  

     Of the bills currently on committee agendas, I will present my legislation to place doctors who volunteer for school athletic functions under the Good Samaritan Act, a bill restructuring the volunteer firefighters tax credit so as to enhance training opportunities and a bill dealing with funeral accounts in the Appropriations Committee this week.  I also have legislation to create an income tax check-off for disaster reimbursement in Rules Committee and another bill to set requirements for assisted living facilities to have generators in case of power outages in the Public Health Committee.  Thanks to Chairmen Ken Miller, John Trebilcock and Gus Blackwell for hearing these bills!  

     I had another issue get combined with a bill by Rep. Paul Roan to create a designated memorial highway for the US Army's 95th Division in Comanche County at the junction of I-44 and Highway 7 to mile marker 46.  That should be on the floor of the House this week.  If any bills are not passed out of committee this week, or by the entire House next week, they will not be considered this year.

     We saw one bill die on the floor Monday.  This legislation would have mandated a minimum of one hour of marriage counseling for those couples filing for a divorce.  I, along with many, felt this was too much government intrusion in a very personal area.  I fully support and encourage voluntary marriage counseling, but as one person put it, this is trying to save the milk with an expiration date coming up.  We should encourage , even incentivize preventing divorce before there are problems, but not have government mandate a solution.

     There have been several groups visit the Capitol over the past few weeks.  On Monday, we saw delegates from the Oklahoma Conservation Districts and the adult leadership class for Canadian Valley Technology Center.  TRIO also had several students tour the Capitol last week, along with students representing Cameron and USAO for Higher Education Day.  We also had the chance to visit with delegates for the American Farmers & Ranchers and the Farm Bureau conventions.  

     On a final note, we saw two fantastic events with great turnout this past weekend.  The Emergency Management conference hosted by myself and Rep. Gus Blackwell was well-attended and provided much useful information.  There was attendance from all corners of the state and I was pleased to have Mayor Jack Johnson of Cyril in attendance.  We also had the Mo Betta Celebrity Quail Hunt in Apache and it was a huge success.  I was pleased to visit with Jon Michael McGrath II, one of our upcoming Summer Olympians in Shooting Sports who is a Tulsan and want to wish him the best in representing the USA!

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305.  My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.


 
