February 2, 2010
     I hope everyone has been able to make it through this storm.  As of the time I wrote this column, my entire area is still out of power, other than generators and a few exceptions.  I was iced in at Oklahoma City before the storm began and was able to spend Thursday through Sunday providing information to people via social media outlets, such as Twitter, Facebook and MySpace.  I also was able to generate two recorded messages to those who still had phone service, but the only list I had available was for registered voters.  I hope the information was spread to others.  I also sent a letter this week to all the voting household to watch out for swindlers who are trying to rip people off in a time of emergency and recovery.

     We were fortunate that no more deaths occurred other than the seven fatalities we saw.  I feel strongly almost every death could have been prevented with better communication as that most of these appeared to be people who refused to leave their homes for shelters.  I will be working with our local fire departments to compile a list through various means for checking on individuals who might have health concerns or the elderly who might not have someone to check on their needs.

     The response by our local public servants has been excellent from all indications.  Each of our fire departments was working around the clock to ensure citizens knew about shelters established and preventing additional injuries.  At last count, I know of eleven shelters which were running for our local citizens.  I had contact by phone with almost every mayor and fire chief from my area to help address needs and expedite requests for generators, food and cots.  A special thanks goes to Superintendent Kathy Turner of Fletcher for coming up with the idea to allow schools with food which would spoil due to power outages to use these commodities in local shelters.  The Oklahoma Office of Emergency Management expedited this request and more resources were immediately given to those in need.

      I also want to give an extra thanks to those line workers who have been out in the cold getting poles replaced and line restrung for power to return.  Many additional workers were brought in from surrounding states to assist with our recovery.  I know it is their job to do this, but sometimes you have to recognize that extra effort when these men and women go above and beyond to help our their neighbors, or new friends they have made due to their work.  If you get the chance, please extend your thanks to each of these citizens who have helped in our time of need.

