December 28, 2009
     I hope everyone had a safe Christmas and made it to your destination before the weather set in last week.  I'll apologize now to anyone who read the weather prediction in my column last week since I believed there would be lighter snow than we actually received.  That will teach me to go by early forecasts from the television weathermen.  My car still will not make it all the way up my driveway from the layer of ice still on the ground.  Hopefully this next round of weather will not compound the problems we have seen.
      This week is the deadline for turning in language for the legislation which has been requested for the 2010 session.  I have narrowed my bills down to about ten and am still trying to get some of the ideas fine-tuned for the final drafts.  The final deadline where the bills will be revealed by the legislators comes up in a few weeks.  The Speaker also announced that we will eliminate pre-session committees this year to save on costs.  That will be a good move to save funds in the upcoming months and will require more time be spent on reviewing bills the first few weeks of our normal session in February.
     The state budget projections have come back worse and worse each month.  We still have not seen the sales tax numbers which resulted from post-Thanksgiving spending and those throughout December, but the economists have predicted they will not provide a significant bump.  There will also be discussion over elimination of some tax credits and a possible  temporary reinstatement of some of the upper-income tax cuts which were passed a few years ago.  I will provide more updates as I hear the exact details from the Capitol.  Some of my colleagues believe we can make substantial cuts over budgets, but this will result in furloughs, layoffs and significantly reduced services, including increased numbers of students in classrooms, reduced road funding and less available health care services.  I will make every effort to work through this with the other legislators and keep you apprised on what is occurring.
      I hope everyone has a happy and safe New Year celebration!  I'll be watching both OU and OSU in the bowl games and hoping we see some victories for the state.  I'm also spending New Year's Eve with some friends from school and catching up on some of the good times over the past year.  Best wishes to you and your family and I'll see you in 2010! 

      It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs , OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon. 


