December 21, 2009     
The holiday season is finally upon us as the schools have let out for the break and we are hearing the BC Clark Jingle more and more on television.  My family is going to have a very quiet family Christmas this year.  The weatherman has even said there is a chance of snow on Christmas Day, but it doesn't look like it will cause any travel problems in our area.  I hope each of you have a Merry Christmas and a wonderful holiday season!
      This year, I sent Christmas cards to all the registered voters in the district.  I wanted each of you to know how much I appreciate you and especially all the opportunities I've had to see friends recently.  If you did not receive a card, please check  your mailing address with the county election board as they are experiencing problems with the address changes due to 911 addresses, as are many other entities who are changing over in the system.  I have been in contact with offices in Washington , D.C. and hope these corrections will be made soon from the US Post Office side.
      The Christmas card program for the wounded soldiers at Fort Sill was a huge success this year, with well over 1,000 cards collected.  We had students from Elgin , Amber-Pocasset, Young Mission Pre-K, Rush Springs , Yukon , Cache, Anadarko and church groups from First Methodist in Anadarko, First Baptist in Apache and Church of Christ in Rush Springs all participate, along with the Rush Springs Senior Citizens and many individuals.  Thank you for helping spread the Christmas spirit to these soldiers who are in the hospital in Lawton over the holiday!  I'm sure this is a program I will continue on into the future, so plan ahead for next year. 

      I had a chance this past week to attend several Christmas parties with teachers at schools, as well as ride in the Apache Christmas Parade.  Thanks to Steven Doyle and Mark Felder of Elgin for helping me throw candy!  I also attended the reward luncheon for the Chickasha High School seniors and served as their keynote speaker.  This was a wonderful event put on by Jim White and thanks to Chicken Express for donating the food for the event to honor these exceptional students.  Another event I attended was the grand opening of the Leah M. Fitch Cancer Center in Lawton .  This facility will treat upwards of 50 cancer patients a day and will make a dramatic difference in treatment for Southwest Oklahoma .  Things like this are vital in our area and many thanks to the donors who made this possible. 

     On a final note, there was a loss in Rush Springs this past week.  Burl Nichols, one of my very good friends, passed away on Saturday.  His wife, Linda, is the mayor of Rush Springs and I have spent many an evening talking politics at their house.  Burl was often seen walking around the yard in shorts with no shirt and a drink in his hand, and he was always willing to open his door to friends to visit no matter the hour.  He also never met a stranger, as he has entertained international visitors in Rush Springs who came to visit after he had met them on family vacations.  It is a person like this who is a good example of friendship and fellowship and we are all sadder for losing him for now, but happy for the many good times we had with him and the chance to see him later down the road. 

      It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502 , or directly at 1-405-557-7305 . My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
