December 14, 2009
    The deadline for requesting bills fell on Friday and I turned in each of my subjects for further review and research by the legislative staff.  I will work on these for the next few weeks and try to get detailed language in each.  I'm hoping I will have the chance to work with some of the other members on separate issues as we are only allowed to file eight bills per legislative session in the House of Representatives.  We are allowed to turn in more requests, as I did, but we will ultimately only be allowed to consider eight from each member.  I will go over these requests in a future column. 

     This week will also see the release of the projections over the next period regarding the state budget.  We are anticipating that there will be another reduction on agency numbers.  We fully expect that for Fiscal Year 2011, we will use a combination of Rainy Day funds and Stimulus dollars to help make up the loss on the tax collections and attempt to preserve many programs which cannot sustain a major cut.  The Appropriations and Budget Committee will meet this week also to begin reviews on many of the agencies.  I serve on this committee and am glad we are finally sitting down to discuss which areas need assistance.  I'm hoping this will mean an increase in the funding for the senior nutrition sites to get them back up to serving hot meals five days a week.

     This is a good time to visit the State Capitol as it is pretty quiet and there is time to see each of the art galleries and view the Christmas decorations.  I hosted classes from Fletcher Elementary this past week around the Capitol.  They took a tour and then I spent almost an hour with them answering questions about the government in the House Chamber.  I hope they had a good day and learned more about how state government works.  It was a great pleasure to have them visit and I hope other groups will take that opportunity.  I think they also enjoyed using the microphones of the legislators to ask me questions.

     It was a busy week around the district as many of the schools held their Christmas parties, as well as Ninnekah hosting the annual OASA District 14 legislative review workshop where we received an update on legislative requests for the schools and the budget projections.  I attended several of these events and visited with the teachers about what we are likely to see over the next year at the legislature with budget and policy.  There are restrictions on how much can be cut out of education which are tied in with the Federal Stimulus, so education may fare much better than other areas.  

     I had the opportunity to attend the Leadership Oklahoma Holiday Party on Friday.  It was great to see many friends and I made a few new ones there also.  I was able to watch the Cyril and Apache women's teams play each other in a basketball tournament in Tulsa on Saturday.  I found it pretty funny that two towns which are 9 miles apart traveled 140 miles to play on a neutral court in a tournament.  Both teams played well, but Cyril edged out Apache by 10 points.  I'm looking forward to some great high school games over the break and in the next couple of months around our area.
      It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502 , or directly at 1-405-557-7305 . My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.

