August 23, 2010 
    This next week, the House will begin hearing interim studies on various issues.  Next Tuesday, Aug. 31, the committee overseeing my study request for disaster plans in assisted living facilities will meet in room 412C starting at 9:30.  There will be other issues discussed that day in committee as well, so contact my office should you want more details on this or other meetings, or check www.okhouse.gov for a list.  I'm hoping we will ascertain how many facilities currently are prepared with generators and a plan of action should there be another power outage, or some other form of disaster.  My other two studies will be held sometime before November and I will keep you posted on the times and outcomes.

     I have been asked to attend a meeting in Washington, D.C. with members of the fire protection service again this year to meet with our Oklahoma Congressmen and Senators to discuss issues in that area.  We will also have meetings with various federal agencies to discuss policies which affect our volunteer fire departments and see if we can resolve some of the recent problems seen.  Due to state budget cuts and the importance of these meetings, I will be paying my own way on this trip this year out of personal funds and my campaign account so I can attend, as will other legislators.  Also, I will be getting back from that trip just in time to attend the Southwest Oklahoma Fire School hosted by the Chickasha Fire Department.  This school will train our area volunteers through resources provided to help them improve their skills regarding service in their fire department.  If you are a volunteer firefighter, please check with your chief on details about thsi training.

     I want to thank everyone who contributed to my efforts to raise money for the MDA this past week.  I ended up reaching my goal of $2,000 with the help of many friends.  Should you want to make a donation still, you can make it at https://www.joinmda.org/okctelu/joedorman/ on the internet.  This was a great event and it was fun to visit with some of the kids present who will see a benefit from these donations.

     Tuesday was my town hall meeting in Cement and I appreciate Central Drug and the Snider Family for allowing me to have it there after hours.  I also appreciate Julio's Sports Grill for allowing me to have my Chickasha meeting there last week.  Both locations were great and I feel the people present were able to present questions and get answers for them.  If you were unable to make one of the meetings, don't hesitate to contact me for assistance.

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
