August 16, 2010
     The second weekend in August is always one of my busiest in the year with Apache hosting their local fair and Rush Springs holding the annual Watermelon Festival.  I had a great time at both events this year.  I was able to help the Apache Volunteer Fire Department with their dunk tank fundraiser.  I was impressed with the pitching skills of all the students who donated to dunk me since I stayed in the water most of my shift.  It helped me the next day since it was hot and dry all day long at the 66th Annual Watermelon Festival.  I want to thank all the friends who were able to come visit the golf tournament benefitting the football team (which was a huge success this first year), the rodeo, the all-class reunion, the 5K Run and the Festival.  I also want to thank all the politicians who took the time to enter the parade and throw candy to the kids and campaign to the adults at the park.  The estimates and indicators were down slightly this year due to the heat and the economy, but everyone who did attend had an excellent time from what I could tell.  We also had my cousin Don's annual family cookout and it was great to see many of the family members come home for a visit. 

     The town hall meetings I have hosted so far have been great with the attendance and the questions from constituents.  Last week, we had an ice cream social in Cyril where Sen. Tom Ivester and I were able to visit with friends, and the next night, I held a hot dog cookout in Sterling.  I'm looking forward to the ones this week in Fletcher on Tuesday and Chickasha on Thursday, Aug. 19 at Julio's Sports Grill from 5-7pm, with Cement being Tuesday, Aug. 24 from 5-7pm at Central Drug.  Stop by if you get the chance and visit!  One request I have had frequently is about the football schedules, and yes, I will be getting those off to print next week, so they should arrive soon.

     On Monday, I had the chance to visit with one of our local businesses who is looking to improve power line repairs during emergencies.  I was able to get them connected to one of the power companies in Oklahoma to provide them suggestions for ensuring safety standards.  Many thanks go to Corporation Commissioner Jeff Cloud for his advice and willingness to help me collect information.  I also visited with a gentleman who is looking to expand his current small business.  I hope all these things are indications the economy is improving once again and we will see jobs expanding soon.  I also had the chance to attend the Comanche County American Farmers & Ranchers leadership meeting that evening, so it was great to see several friends there and discuss agricultural and insurance issues.

     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.



Rep. Joe Dorman (left) with Lt. Governor Jari Askins at the Rush Springs Watermelon Festival

