August 9, 2010
       It has been a busy week around the area with events growing closer and school just around the corner.  I had the chance to tour the new middle school in Apache this past weekend and they did an excellent job on the construction and layout.  The residents there have every reason to be proud of this project and it will pay off with the expected growth we should see in our area.  Thanks to the voters who made this happen.
     Speaking of Apache, I'll be at the local fairgrounds this Friday evening around 7 pm where I will be sitting in the dunk tank for the volunteer fire department.  If you get the chance, stop by and make a donation.  The rest of the weekend, I'll be helping the Rush Springs Lions Club with their rodeo on Thursday and Friday, and then assisting with the Watermelon Festival on Aug. 14.  Events will go on all day and Ron Stahl of Discover Oklahoma will crown the queen, Haley Jones, at 8pm that night.  You can also catch my cousin, Ryan Dorman, playing music on stage at around 3pm on Saturday at the Festival.
     Earlier this week, I had the opportunity to speak to the Lawton Chapter of the National Active and Retired Federal Employees Meeting on Monday.  This group presented great questions to myself and the others present.  Following that, I attended a meeting with the Comanche County legislative delegation to look at expanding upon the wildlife preserve located near Medicine Park to include an area for permanent exhibits with native animals.  This would provide an enhancement to the current area and would certainly increase the educational opportunities for all who visit.  I will keep you posted further as this develops.
     We had great turnouts at the town halls I have held recently.  Apache and Elgin had very good attendance, followed up by Rush Springs and Ninnekah.  Earlier this week, we had the town halls in Cyril and Sterling.  Fletcher's town hall will be Aug. 17 at their fairgrounds from 5-6pm prior to their FFA trophy auction.  Chickasha's will be on Aug. 19 at Julio's Sports Grill from 5-7pm.  I hope you will be able to attend one of these close to you so we can visit about upcoming issues facing the state.  
     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
