August 3, 2009
      It has been a busy week as I have hosted seven government officials from El Salvador since Sunday. They will be leaving on Thursday morning, so I'm hoping they have had an enjoyable and educational time. They had the chance to tour the State Capitol, the OK History Center, the OKC Bombing Memorial, the National Weather Center at OU and the Fire Protection School at OSU. Thanks to the Chickasha School Foundation for inviting them to their fundraiser, to Tom Crimmins of Elgin Public Schools for the tour and discussion on funding, Chris LaFrance for hosting them at a Redhawks game and to the Landers Family for the great cook out.

I attended the State 4-H Round-up last week and witnessed several students from our area win awards and do well in their competitions. Congratulations to Sam Durbin, the new 4-H President in this centennial year of 4-H. 

     It was sad as we lost two wonderful people with ties to our area. Rev. Bill Long, the former Methodist Pastor from Cement and Cyril, passed away from severe allergies to a bee sting. Bill was truly one of the nicest people I knew and I had the pleasure of attending his ordainment a few months ago. He will be missed. There are memorial funds set up for his wife and son, Laurie and Shane, so please help out if you can. 

Another good friend who passed away was Babe Barnes. She was a long time family friend and worked with my Uncle Joe. I grew up around her and she was always supportive of all us kids around the ranch. Many of you in the rodeo circles know her and her son, Fred Fitzgerald. Please keep all the relatives for both in your thoughts and prayers. 

Best wishes need to be extended to Lauren Larres as she is recovering from a car crash. Lauren is an Elgin resident attending OSU. She was in the hospital for almost a month, but is out now and doing well. 

      I hope to see you this weekend at the Rush Springs Watermelon Festival or next weekend at the Apache Rodeo. I hope both are as successful as the Cyril Rodeo this past weekend. 

It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work.  My mailing address is PO Box 559, Rush Springs, OK  73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet.  Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.

 

 
