August 2, 2010
     I hope everyone has been staying out of the heat as much as possible.  I can't seem to get my grass in my yard to quit growing, so there have been some long mornings and evenings trying to keep it at a decent level.  We have the 66th Annual Watermelon Festival coming up in Rush Springs on August 14, so I have to make sure that my house looks okay for the guests in town.  There will be a rodeo hosted by our Lions Club on the evenings of August 12 and 13, along with a rodeo parade on that Friday prior to the evening's events.  There is also a 5k run and a 1-mile fun walk the Saturday morning of the Festival.  For more details about all the events, contact (580) 476-3388 and the ladies there can help you out.
     I was honored to host Haley Jones, the 2010 Watermelon Queen, and her parents at the State Capitol last week for the annual Lions Club Watermelon Feed.  We served about 350 slices and invited all present to attend the festival this year.  Special thanks to Washita Packing, Braxton and Camden Filippo and Merlene Rust for making the event so successful.  Haley and I have made several media appearances and she has been a spectacular promoter for the Watermelon Festival.
     We also have the Apache Fair, Stock Show and Rodeo going on that weekend, and I'm scheduled to be in the dunk tank supporting the local fire department on Friday night.  I'm sure there will be a few people that evening who will enjoy trying to drop me in the water and it is going for a good cause.  If you get the chance, stop by both communities for some great small-town festivities.  I also was able to attend the Sterling Rodeo and saw some great events, so things are definitely great around our area this time of the summer.
     Speaking of Apache, we had a fantastic town hall meeting there.  Cooter Brown, a local band, provided music and we had many great questions.  Last week, we also had the town hall meeting in Elgin and the turnout was also better than I expected.  Rush Springs is this Tuesday, and then we will have Ninnekah's on Thursday, Aug. 5 at 6 pm, followed by Cyril on Monday, Aug. 9 starting at 5 pm and Sterling on Tuesday, Aug. 10.  Sterling 's location has been from the park to the Sterling United   Methodist Church at 5:30 to avoid the heat.  I hope you will be able to attend one of these or a future meeting in your area to discuss current events and issues.
     Along the lines of current events, according to one news story, this election in November will be special in Oklahoma as it will only be the third time in our nation's history where the top two candidates for Governor will both be female.  I have been volunteering on the Askins campaign and was happy to see the quality of the race stay positive between Jari and A.G. Drew Edmondson.  All the candidates should follow suit in November and keep things about the issues.
     It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.
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Haley Jones, 2010 Rush Springs Watermelon Queen, serving watermelon slices at the State Capitol

