April 19, 2010
          The legislature is currently finishing up the deadline for considering bills from the opposite body, so we are approaching the end of the legislative process for the year.  The remaining duties are to finish discussion on the conference committee reports and complete the budgetary process.  The legislative leaders and Governor Henry are currently discussing points on where cuts should be made and if any current tax credits and exemptions will be postponed until the economy improves.  We have yet to see which points are being discussed, but I will give a full report in my column once these negotiations are complete.  One bit of good news I received on Monday was that Governor Henry signed HB 3128, which dealt with the assignment of death benefits for funeral services from state retirement.

            On Monday, the air was solemn as we held a moment of silence in memory of those who perished in the Murrah Bombing.  It is hard to believe it has been fifteen years since this dark day, but it was moving to watch the ceremony on television before session and the remembrances of the speakers.  We held a moment of silence for the victims during the opening of the House session and I couldn’t help but remember my day as a staff member just a few miles from the explosion and how it has affected every single one of us since.  The bill which passed earlier this session to include the Murrah Bombing in school curriculum will help ensure that our students learn about this part of our history.

            Monday was also the day I had the chance to visit with several grade school students at the Harn Homestead.  Each year, the staff conducts a re-enactment of the Land Run of 1889, which occurred on April 22 at high noon.  I had the chance to serve at Territorial Governor and announce the gunshot to start the race for staking lands at the homestead located next to the State Capitol.  It was great to see the students learn more of our state history in this way and the Harn Homestead has asked me to coordinate all my local schools to visit on one day next year to do the same thing with each of our grade schools in the area.  I will visit with each of the schools and attempt to set this up for next year.  You can learn more about the programs at the Harn Homestead; including their one-room schoolhouse program, at www.harnhomestead.com should you desire more information.

            It was a fun weekend serving as a host to the three Malaysian fellowship participants who are working with my office.  Friday was busy as we started the day in Stillwater at the OSU Fire Service Training facility to experience the classes in person by going inside a burning facility and watching how to handle a natural gas tank fire.  That evening, we attended the Pioneer School awards assembly and the Rock Island/Chickasha Arts Festival fundraiser at USAO, which were both fantastic events.  On Saturday, I had the opportunity to take them to the Apache Rattlesnake Festival, where one even had the opportunity to get inside the rattlesnake pit with Ron Orf and have a “close-up” view of what it is like from the inside.  We also visited the Wichita Mountain Wildlife Refuge where they had to the chance to see the buffalo roam, and we also stopped by the Winery of the Wichitas to see one of our successful local businesses, and then have dinner with the Doyle family of Elgin to celebrate Carrie’s birthday.  Sunday was also busy as we attended church with Rev. George Young and stopped by the Oklahoma Intercollegiate Legislature on their final day of Spring Session to honor Ben Odom as 2010 Alumnus of the Year and congratulate Gov. Matthew Gress, originally of Cyril, for his year of service to the organization.

            I have had the chance to visit with several constituents in recent days regarding many bills going through the process.  I appreciate the willingness many of you have to keep up with the process and the information you provide when we have the opportunity to visit.  I hope I will be able to carry your thoughts to the Capitol and help formulate better policy.  Many of the issues, especially those regarding the budget and state government services, are complex and I appreciate the input of those experts serving in the fields.  I also greatly appreciate the input I receive from many of you on social networking sites like Twitter, Facebook and MySpace, along with email contact.

            It is an honor to represent your views at the State Capitol. If you wish to contact me and discuss one of these or another issue, I can be reached at my office in Oklahoma City toll-free at 1-800-522-8502, or directly at 1-405-557-7305. My e-mail address is joedorman@okhouse.gov at work. My mailing address is PO Box 559 , Rush Springs , OK 73082 and my website is www.joedorman.com on the Internet. Thank you for taking time to read this column and I look forward to seeing you soon.


