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     OKLAHOMA CITY -- A truckload of watermelons from Rush Springs will

be delivered Monday to members of Congress in observance of the Grady

County community's annual watermelon festival, state Rep. Joe Dorman

announced Thursday.

     One of the juicy melons will be delivered to each of the 100

members of the U.S. Senate, to each of Oklahoma's five members of the

U.S. House of Representatives, and to key leaders, Republicans and

Democrats alike, of the U.S. House.

     Dorman said the distribution will be coordinated by Oklahoma's 

U.S. Sen. James Inhofe and U.S. Rep. Tom Cole. Dorman lives in Rush Springs,

and Cole represents the town in his 4th Congressional District.

     The melons were donated by various Rush Springs growers, Dorman

said.

     The semi-trailer truck that will transport the fruit to the

nation's capital is being provided for the occasion by Rush Springs

community leader Raymond Rust. The businessman is donating the fuel for

the round trip as well as the vehicle, Dorman added.

     The 150 melons will be loaded into the trailer in Rush Springs

about 1 p.m. Friday, and will be transported to the U.S. Senate's food

services dock in Washington, D.C., Dorman said. The first-term

legislator said the melons will be distributed to the nation's 

lawmakers on Monday.

     The idea for the festival promotion arose from a casual conversation between Dorman and Inhofe staff member Ryan Jackson, an Oklahoma City native who said he first met Dorman a decade ago "through politics." Dorman said that when he was Governor of the Oklahoma Intercollegiate Legislature, Jackson was President Pro Tempore of the OIL Senate.

     Dorman suggested distributing watermelons to the nation's leaders

as a way to publicize the festival in a unique manner. Inhofe likes to promote Oklahoma products, Jackson said, "be it strawberries from Stilwell, peaches from Stratford, watermelons from Rush Springs, or any other products grown or made in Oklahoma, for that matter."

     Rush Springs, which proclaims itself "The Watermelon Capital of 

The World," is observing its 60th watermelon festival this year. The celebration was launched in 1940 and has been held continuously each year since except for an interruption during World War II.

     Dorman was the seed-spitting champion of the Lions Club-sponsored festival in 1994, and one of his cousins, high school senior Marisa Brantley, is the queen of this year's festival.
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